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            If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, “Move from 

here to there and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” Matthew 17:20 

We have come to the end of the first half-term. Summer seems to be in the distant past and our attention now turns 

towards the season of advent and preparations for Christmas! I am immensely proud of the manner in which your 

children have conducted themselves since returning in September. They have applied themselves fully to their work 

and continue to be strong, excellent role models for the school and Catholic education. 

 

The second part of the autumn term is always very busy. This newsletter outlines some of the events which will take 

place in school. A copy will be placed on the blog and I ask that you all keep a note of some of the key dates for the 

term. 

 

Once more, may I thank you all for the support you give your children and the school. It is the partnership between 

home and school which makes St. Philip’s the strong school that it is.    

Mr. J. Barrett 

Headteacher 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

This Christmas, the children will once more treat us to a Christmas musical 

concert. We want to ensure that all pupils have an opportunity to be involved 

in celebrations to mark this special time in the Christian calendar. Therefore, 

nursery and Reception children will perform for us a traditional nativity play, 

whilst all children in Y1-Y6 will have the chance to perform at the musical 

concert. I am sure you will appreciate the difficulty of accommodating all 

those parents who wish to see their children at such events. We are a very 

large primary school and space is limited within the hall. Including all Y1-Y6 

pupils presents challenges with regard to ticketing, but it is important that 

this special occasion is shared by as many pupils as possible. In order to deal 

with demand for tickets, all pupils will perform on one of the two evenings. 

The only children who will be required to perform on both nights, will be 

those children in the school choir. Families will only be able to purchase 

tickets for one of the evenings, unless they have children in different classes 

performing on different nights.  

Unfortunately, these same arrangements cannot be made for our dance 

evening which takes place later in the year. Practice for dance evenings 

requires use of the hall, and it would be impossible to have the time to 

prepare thirteen classes in order to perform. However, all pupils in the school 

will continue to have dance sessions within school and will have the 

opportunity to perform in the dance concert at some point in the near future. 

 

 

CHAIR OF GOVERNORS/DEPUTY 

HEAD TEACHER 

After many years of valued 

service, Fr. Peter has stepped 

down as Chair of Governors at 

the school. He will continue to 

play a key role on the governing 

body and provide help and 

guidance for all those in our 

school community. May I take 

this opportunity to thank him for 

the support he has provided to 

me and the school during his 

time as chairman? Our new chair 

is Mr. Stephen Kaye. I am sure 

you will have the opportunity to 

meet with Stephen soon and 

introduce yourselves to him. 

 

Mrs Clayton is currently 

completing a period of maternity 

leave. During her absence, Mrs 

McNeill will take the role of 

Deputy Headteacher and will 

return to school on a full-time 

basis. I am sure you will join me 

in congratulating Mrs McNeill on 

her appointment and wish her 

well in her new post. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=christmas+candlelight&um=1&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=621&tbm=isch&tbnid=LpmZEpl-pAOL9M:&imgrefurl=http://www.theperfumemagazine.com/DEC2011/home-fragrance-holiday-december2011.html&docid=TSFIaQHMcBh1nM&imgurl=http://www.theperfumemagazine.com/DEC2011/candlelight_christmas_460px.jpg&w=460&h=330&ei=QiR_UPWsDcbk4QSZ8IH4Cg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=675&vpy=154&dur=839&hovh=190&hovw=265&tx=152&ty=96&sig=108792869328362845476&page=1&tbnh=144&tbnw=206&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0,i:75
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DOGS IN THE PLAYGROUND 

 

Could I politely remind parents that dogs are not 

permitted in the playground before or after school? 

Many thanks for your cooperation in this matter. 

PARKING OUTSIDE CHURCH 

A number of parents have made me aware of issues in 

the church car park before school in the morning. Please 

can parents be extra vigilant when entering or leaving the 

car park. Children are regularly crossing the entrance as 

they make their way up Bury New Road.    

PHOTOGRAPHS 

The deadline to return orders for class photos has been 

extended to Tuesday 30
th

 October. For those parents who 

have enquired about individual photographs, these will 

be taken in February.  

VOUCHERS FOR SCHOOL 

 
Could I remind you that the school gratefully receives all 

of the major supermarket vouchers, as well as Nestle 

book tokens? If you have any of these, please send them 

in your child’s blue bag or drop them in at the office.  

COFFEE MORNING IN AID OF ‘CHECT’ 

 

There will be a coffee morning on Thursday 8
th

 November 

in the school hall in aid of CHECT (childhood eye cancer 

trust). All parents are invited to join us for a tea/coffee and 

a cake! It would be especially nice if some of our new 

parents were able to join us. Babies are welcome, and toys 

will be available for them to play with. On the morning, we 

will be asking for a small donation from you which will go 

towards CHECT. This is a chosen charity of one of our 

pupils, Lucas Rhoades, whom the charity has helped a 

great deal. We will be asking those of you who have a child 

in Lucas’ class (Y4/5 Class G) to donate cakes for the 

morning, which parents can then purchase. 

 

Lucas is one of a number of pupils who have approached 

me with money raising ideas. It is reassuring to know that 

so many of our pupils are so eager to give their own time, 

in order to help others. 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

A series of after school clubs will commence next term. If 

clubs are available for your child, you will have received a 

letter already. Other clubs will be organised for the 

remainder of the school year and you will be informed 

when these are open for your child to participate in. 

Unfortunately, in a school the size of St. Philip’s, demand 

always exceeds availability. The nature of some clubs 

makes it impossible to include large numbers of pupils. We 

will ensure that year groups have equal opportunities to 

participate in clubs and I thank all the staff who give their 

own time to organise and run such a fantastic range of 

activities. 

NEW SCHOOL WEBSITE 

A new school website is currently under construction. It 

will take some time before the full benefits can be seen, 

but the aim is to build a site which becomes an invaluable 

tool for pupils and parents. We have purchased the 

address: www.stphilipsrcprimary.com and we will inform 

you when the site goes live. 

2012/13 YEAR OF FAITH 

 
To mark the 50

th
 anniversary of the Second Vatican 

Council, Pope Benedict XVI has declared a year of faith, 

which started on 11
th

 October. The year of faith is an 

invitation to everyone in the Church to celebrate and 

renew their faith - individually, in families, in parishes and 

schools, in our Diocese, country and across our global 

Catholic community. In school we ask your children to 

become true witnesses to their faith and to live out the 

values of the Gospel. For more information, please visit 

the Vatican website: www.annusfidei.va  

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=tesco+vouchers&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1024&bih=571&tbm=isch&tbnid=szQV31EN5H4SmM:&imgrefurl=http://www.esjweb.org.uk/public/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=655:tesco-and-sainsburys-vouchers&catid=62:front-page-news&docid=s6AOz4RYzvX2wM&imgurl=http://www.esjweb.org.uk/public/images/stories/office/Misc/tesco06.jpg&w=360&h=216&ei=AuN7UIajJqef0QXg8YEY&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=96&vpy=264&dur=15&hovh=172&hovw=288&tx=157&ty=123&sig=118111336150168959525&page=1&tbnh=122&tbnw=203&start=0&ndsp=8&ved=1t:429,r:4,s:0,i:150
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=coffee+and+cake&um=1&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=571&tbm=isch&tbnid=o1JcuFyvP36dOM:&imgrefurl=http://trialx.com/i/2012/06/22/blueberry-coffee-cake-cook-and-enjoy/&docid=riiVRyfKYEl97M&imgurl=http://trialx.com/g/Blueberry_Coffee_Cake-1.jpg&w=300&h=300&ei=RQZ4ULqNKMSp0QXF3YHQBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=752&vpy=43&dur=234&hovh=225&hovw=225&tx=171&ty=156&sig=118111336150168959525&page=2&tbnh=125&tbnw=125&start=8&ndsp=23&ved=1t:429,r:22,s:8,i:211
http://www.stphilipsrcprimary.com/
http://www.annusfidei.va/


 

  

CHILD COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS 

If your child goes to after-school club at either Skips or Kids United, please could you inform the school, as well as the 

after-school club, of any changes to collection arrangements? If we do not receive instruction, we will only hand children 

over to a member of the relevant club. 

 

Can I remind all parents that children from Y3-Y6 make their own way out of school at the end of the day. We encourage 

them to wait near the school building until they see their parents. All pupils in Nursery to Y2, will be handed over to the 

appropriate adult from the agreed collection points. If another family member/friend is collecting your child, please 

inform the office by 2pm at the latest. 

 

The safety of your children is of paramount importance at all times and we thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

 

PHONICS PARENT WORKSHOPS 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all those who attended yesterday’s 

phonics workshop. I hope you found the meeting useful. 

We will endeavour to arrange another session for those of 

you who were unable to attend, and will be in contact 

with you regarding a date and time. 

 

MOBILE PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

 
There have been a number of instances where pupils in Y6 

have brought a mobile phone to school. Please could I 

remind parents that our e-safety policy, which has the 

approval of the governing body, does not permit pupils to 

bring such devices onto the premises? I have had 

conversations with some parents, who wish that a phone 

be allowed when a child is making their own way home. A 

mobile phone does not make a child any safer. In fact, it 

may provide a false sense of security and  put them at risk 

of being approached for the phone. I recognise the wishes 

of parents to promote independence in Y6 pupils, but do 

not accept that mobile phones are a requirement for this 

to happen. 

It is also not permitted for pupils to bring iPod/iPads or 

other such items into school. The school takes no 

responsibility for the loss or damage to these very 

expensive items and believe it is better if these remain at 

home. 

 

 

 

RECEPTION/Y1 CBEEBIES TRIP 

Pupils from Rec/Y1 have been invited to Media City UK 

to be in the audience for ‘Justin’s House’! I apologise for 

the late notice but the BBC does not seem to work to 

the same time scales as schools! However, the children 

seemed so enthusiastic about the prospect of meeting 

Justin, that I couldn’t say no (although I do not intend to 

join them)! 

 

SICKNESS AND P.E. 

If there is a valid reason as to why your child cannot 

participate in a physical education lesson, please could 

you write a note in their planner and ensure they show 

this to the teacher. There are times when different 

members of staff or outside agencies deliver a P.E. 

lesson, so it is important that messages are given in 

this way. As a school, it is important that we maintain 

the highest participation in physical activity. Only in 

extreme cases, or on the advice of doctors, would a 

child be permitted to miss such lessons. 

SCHOOL BUILDING FUND 

Thank you to all those families who have paid, or have 

begun to pay, the £30 building fund for this year. I 

hope the leaflet which I sent out helped to highlight 

the impact this fund has had on the building over the 

past four years. 

Unfortunately, the majority of payments still remain 

outstanding. Without these, the school will be unable 

to remain in the fund and major building projects will 

not be possible. Please remember that we are asking 

for just £2.50 per month or 58p each week per family. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=i+phone&um=1&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=571&tbm=isch&tbnid=e8iHo1G97hdCwM:&imgrefurl=http://www.macworld.co.uk/ipad-iphone/reviews/?reviewid=2675&docid=nnhY2LwY4gqZsM&imgurl=http://cdn.macworld.co.uk/cmsdata/news/22117/iPhone-UK.gif&w=535&h=981&ei=aDZ8UPL2CKWe0QW_oYDYBg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=811&vpy=131&dur=578&hovh=304&hovw=166&tx=123&ty=186&sig=118111336150168959525&page=1&tbnh=162&tbnw=87&start=0&ndsp=11&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:155
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=cbeebies&um=1&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=571&tbm=isch&tbnid=ZE4sYUL2qv-hJM:&imgrefurl=http://radiotoday.co.uk/2012/07/cbeebies-radio-to-launch-for-real-fm/&docid=_tCKzdSMTJjtCM&imgurl=http://radiotoday.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/CBeebies_Logo.jpg&w=400&h=300&ei=LDh8UN3BIaSi0QXHp4C4Bw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=101&vpy=195&dur=485&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=114&ty=127&sig=118111336150168959525&page=1&tbnh=157&tbnw=184&start=0&ndsp=8&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:127


 

 

Monies 

Autumn 2: Milk—£4.80 

  School Fund— £1.60 

  Dinners— £9.00 per week 

  Dinners Termly - £70.20 

  

  

30
th

 October - Children return to school after half 

term break 

1
st

 November – All Saints Mass at 9.05 am 

4
th

 November – Class L Mrs Cookson’s Class Mass 9.15 

am 

6
th

 November – Parents’ Holy Communion Meeting – 

8.00pm 

8
th

 November – Coffee morning 8.45 am  

11
th

 November – First Holy Communion Children’s 

class 11.15 am 

15
th

 November – Year 6 visiting Crucial Crew 

18
th

 November – First Holy Communion Children’s 

celebration 9.15 am 

22
nd

 November – Parents’ Evening 

24
th

 November – Christmas Fair 

29
th

 November – Year 1 & Year 2 Advent Assembly 

2
nd

 December – Class G Mrs Clarke’s Class Mass 9.15 

am 

 

Don’t forget to visit our school blog  
stphilipsrcprimary.wordpress.com 

  

  

  
 A great way to keep up to date with all that is happening in school. 

KEY DATES AND USEFUL INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4
th

 December- Parents’ Holy Communion Meeting – 

8.00pm 

9
th

 December - First Holy Communion Children’s class 

11.15 am 

11
th

 December – Nursery & Reception – Nativity Play 

9.00am  

13
th

 & 14
th

 December – Christmas Concert 6.30pm 

18
th

 December – Penitential Service 7.00pm 

(Reconciliation for children attending the sacramental 

programme ) 

20
th

 December – Children’s Christmas dinner and class 

parties 

21
st

 December – School closes at 1.00pm 

 


